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2003 NORTH DAKOTA TURKEY PRODUCTION

North Dakota

Turkeys raised in North Dakota during 2002 totaled 1.90 million birds compared to 1.60 million in
2001, according to the North Dakota Agricultural Statistics Service. This is up 19 percent from 2001,
but down 27 percent from the record high of 2.60 million turkeys raised in 1997. Since 1990, turkeys
raised in North Dakota have ranged from a low of 1.15 million turkeys in 1993 and 1994 to the record
high in 1997.

As of December 2002, producers intended to raise 2.10 million turkeys in 2003, up 11 percent from
last year. The number of birds raised in 2003 may vary from growers’ intentions depending on feed
cost, supply of hatching eggs, cost of poults and prices growers receive for turkeys during the next

few months.

United States

Turkeys raised in the United States during 2002 totaled 272 million birds, up fractionally from the 272
million raised in 2001. North Carolina ranked first in the number raised with 45.5 million, followed by
Minnesota with 44.0 million, Arkansas with 29.5 million, Missouri with 25.5 million, Virginia with 20.0
million, California with 17.7 million, and Indiana with 13.0 million. These States accounted for 72
percent of the turkeys produced in the United States during 2002.

Turkey growers in 23 States intend to decrease the number of birds raised by 2 percent in 2003.
These states produced over 99 percent of the turkeys raised in 2002. Intentions for the top seven
producing States compared with 2002 are as follows: Minnesota up 2 percent, North Carolina down 3
percent, Arkansas and Missouri down 2 percent, Virginia down 5 percent, California down 10 percent,

and Indiana unchanged.

For More Information Contact:

Doug Hartwig, State Statistician # NDSU, IACC 448 = 701-239-5306
E-mail: nass-nd@nass.usda.gov # Internet: http://www.nass.usda.gov/nd/
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1/ Revised.
2/ CO, KS, NE, OK, OR, TX, UT, and WI combined to avoid disclosing
individual operations.

Turkeys: Number Raised in 2002 and Intentions for 2003,
Selected States and 23 State Total
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1/ CO, KS, NE, OK, TX, UT, and WI combined to avoid disclosing individual
operations.
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